l$d                                                                          SREE    GOPALAKRiskNAYYA

" To deal with 20,000 credulous people of low moral level
and to keep them in unity, to make their hearts one, was an
experiment in mass psychology. It had given them great disci*
pline; and it was due to Mahatma Gandhi and to me, so far
as I represented and understood that great man.

" Except Mr. S. Sreenivasa lyengar who promised to be
one of our great leaders, none came there. No G. F. Andrews,
no Malaviaji came to Ghirala. No Congress Committee came
to enquire into their condition, and, in spite of one of their
leaders, the Congress ultimately gave Rs. 3,000. He had
personally collected Rs, 10,000 for Chirala. The merchants used
to manage everything else.

tf The leaders began to grow nervous. They were amateurs
in the game. They did not know how to educate the masses.
They did not know that, when they put their finger on the
one sensitive point in the moral and mental constitution, it
had its effect on each and every form. Every aspect of life,
religion and politics, was intertwined. In both cases, the success
was only moral so far, and they had to carry on to achieve
material success. The Akalis would carry on, because they had
leaders who knew how to deal with the masses, who knew that
mass education had to be worked up by pressing local griev-
ances which could rally the people. They knew it in Gurukha-
bagh. But here they did not know. And for a long time,
Andhras used to take orders from the North in Congress
matters. They lacked self-confidence.

<e Mahatma Gandhi shouldered responsibility which perhaps
would visit him with hanging some day. Gandhiji expected the
possibility of facing the British guns, while he and they would
not; that was the whole secret. They need not be ashamed
to own that they lacked the sense of responsibility. Non-co-opera-
tion was a movement of self-purification. It did not matter
if they did not get Swaraj. Let them try to purify them-
selves, to have self-confidence, to become brave in shouldering
responsibility, and discharging it to the point of death. That
\vas one of the most important results of the campaign.